
 

 

1 May 2018 

 

 

 

 

Dear Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/Explorers Groups 

Forest of Dean District Scouts - #LoveYourForest Badge 

We are delighted that The Scout Association and the Forest of Dean District Scouts are 

supporting this year’s #LoveYourForest anti-litter campaign by inviting groups to work towards 

their very own #LoveYourForest activities badge. 

We are hoping that the badge will be officially launched at the District Water Activities Day at 

Mallards Pike on Saturday 30th June.  However, so that as many groups as possible can get 

involved, you don’t have to wait until then to get started! 

An overview of the criteria to earn the badge is attached for your information.  We have also 

included a litter-picking log so you can record the items of rubbish you find.  Once you have 

completed your litter-pick please send the form back to us so we can see the types of litter you 

have found in your area and remember to share your ideas with us about what you think should 

be done to prevent litter.           

The badges are currently being produced and we anticipate that these will be with us by the end 

of May, ready for awarding.  Please remember to include your contact information on the form 

so we can arrange to get the badges out to you. 

We do hope your group would like to support the #LoveYourForest campaign.  In addition to 

raising awareness regarding the issue of litter we hope the badge will help build pride in our 

local community and instil a longer-term appreciation in younger generations about litter 

prevention and protecting the natural environment. 

#LoveYourForest is an innovative anti-litter campaign which was first launched in the Forest of 

Dean in 2016 by environmental charity Hubbub and funded by Lucozade Ribena Suntory.  

Supported by the Forest of Dean District Council and the Forestry Commission the campaign 

aims to highlight the issue of rural litter and look at new ways of encouraging those that drop 

litter to stop.  In 2017 Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Tourism and the Foresters’ Forest came on 

board to help tackle this important issue. 

 

 



We are delighted to report that the campaign is now entering its third year and we have lots of 

exciting activities planned. 

A ‘pop-up’ shop – displaying items of collected litter – which opened in Coleford, visits to 

primary schools, cigarette butt voting bins, roadside signage featuring the faces of local 

residents, street cleansing vehicle livery, a car window sticker competition and the 

‘Communitrees’ (faces made from litter and then displayed on trees throughout the district at 

litter hotspots) are just some of the projects undertaken in the last two years. 

In 2017, Hubbub and Lucozade Ribena Suntory also launched the ‘trashconverter’ van which 

visited local secondary schools and tourist destinations for a fortnight over the summer and 

exchanged collected in litter for rewards, including wild flowers and popcorn.   

This year a newly converted ‘trashconverter’ trailer will be out and about at events across the 

Forest of Dean so please look out for it.  We are also expecting the trailer to make an 

appearance at the District Water Activities Day so please drop by! 

We really believe that the Forest of Dean District Scouts #LoveYourForest activity badge is an 

exciting step towards engaging with our younger generations about the problem of litter and 

hope you can support it.   

Over 250 tonnes of litter are collected each year in the Forest of Dean alone.  Whether it is the 

financial cost to the tax payer to clear it up, the harm to wildlife, how it detracts from our local 

environment or how it negatively impacts the local economy and tourism, litter really does 

affect us all. 

Thank you. 

The #LoveYourForest Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

(Remember to look out for the Trashconverter!) 



Additional Information 

Litter picks: 

The Forest of Dean District Council can loan equipment (litter pickers, hoops) and give sacks 

to groups wishing to undertake a litter pick.  A risk assessment template has already been 

included for you.  Any voluntary litter picking must be undertaken only where it is safe to do 

so (Forestry Commission land or villages following the appropriate risk assessment).  No 

litter-picking should be made from the roadside verges outside of the 30mph zones. 

Please email ecbo@fdean.gov.uk with your contact details, your groups and the date(s) that 

you would like to borrow the equipment for. 

If you are unable to dispose of the rubbish at the time of the litter-pick, please contact us to 

arrange collection of your bags of litter either on the email address above or by calling 

01594 810000 (during office hours). 

Useful websites: 

Depending on the number of requests we receive, we may be able to send a member of the 

#LoveYourForest team along to talk more about the campaign or present the badges, 

however, the links below can you give more information about the campaign and about 

litter: 

https://www.hubbub.org.uk/Pages/Site/neighbourhoods/Category/neighbourhood-

campaigns 

You can also follow the #LoveYourForest campaign on Facebook and Twitter:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/LoveYourForest/ 
https://twitter.com/hashtag/LoveYourForest 

http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/ 

Contact Details: 

If you need more information please contact the: Joint Waste Team, Forest of Dean District 

Council, Council Offices, High Street, Coleford GL16 8HG.  Tel: (01594) 810000.  Email: 

ecbo@fdean.gov.uk 

 

 

    

(The Coleford litter shop, a Communitree face, a newspaper article and the car window sticker competition are just some of the activities 

undertaken by the #LoveYourForest anti-litter campaign) 
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