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November 2016 

Diary 
  
November 
8  District evening @ Rheola House, Belle Vue Centre 7.00 pm – 9.30 pm 
20  Module C (That's the way to do it!) & Module G/J (Prog plans/Awards & badges) 

Mitcheldean 
27 Cubs District Quiz  
26 Beaver visit to "Jack & The Beanstalk" panto at the Everyman Theatre 
 
December 
13  District evening @ Rheola House, Belle Vue Centre 7.00 pm – 9.30 pm 
Tbc  Seasonal “Getting to Know You”? 
16  Cub Scouts 100 Birthday 

 
2017 
January 
10  District evening @ Rheola House, Belle Vue Centre 7.00 pm – 9.30 pm 
22 A (Safeguarding & Intro to Young Leaders Scheme and Prepare for TakeOff!) 

Adult safeguarding at the Garden Room Parkend  09.00 – 11. 30 
  Getting started modules 1 & 3 Beaver Lodge    12.00 – 5.00 pm 
  Explorer module A safeguarding   12.00 -  3.00 pm 
 
February 
14 District evening @ Rheola House, Belle Vue Centre 7.00 pm – 9.30 pm (TBC) 
19 H (Programme Plus) & E (Games) 
 
March 
19 Mission Clinic / Unit Forum 
 
April 
2  Adult safeguarding at the Garden Room Parkend  09.00 – 11. 30 
  Getting started modules 1 & 3 Beaver Lodge    12.00 – 5.00 pm 
  Explorer module A safeguarding   12.00 -  3.00 pm 

A (Safeguarding & Intro to Young Leaders Scheme and Prepare for TakeOff! 
 

September  
17  Adult safeguarding at the Garden Room Parkend  09.00 – 11. 30 
  Getting started modules 1 & 3 Beaver Lodge    12.00 – 5.00 pm 
  Explorer module A safeguarding   12.00 -  3.00 pm 

 



DISTRICT NOTICES 
 
I have continued on my journey across the District and visited many colonies, packs, troops and units. It 
is brilliant to see so much good practice going on throughout our district. I look forward to meeting the 
rest of the District after half term.  
 
This month, I have met with the Group Scout Leaders and the District Team to discuss any concerns, 
celebrate the successes and decide on the best ways forward to improve Scouting in the Forest of Dean.  
 
I look forward to putting all the ideas together in to a plan for us all to follow over the year. The ADCs 
were all very keen to try and provide ways that we can support our leaders and improve the programme 
offered.  
 
Over the next couple of months I hope to establish an active District Diary so you will all be able to see 
when events are coming up.  
 
I would like to thank everyone for all their hard work and hope the second half of this term is as 
successful as the first. 
 
Gary Law 
District Commissioner 
 

  
 

TRAINING 
  
Training dates for getting started, modules 1 and 3, and Safeguarding in this District are shown on the 
diary on the front page of issues of Oakleaf, if you need to do the training or update your safeguarding 
please contact either myself or Stephanie Ovens to book onto the courses. 
martin-williams@hotmail.co.uk                         stephanie.ovens@scouts.org.uk 
 
The dates for other courses being put on around the County can be found on the County 
Website,http://gloucestershire-scouts.org.uk/members-resources/training or on the sheet attached. 
 
Remember someone is always at Rheola House usually on 2nd Tuesday in each month to help with 
training and validation or if you just want to pop in for a coffee and a chat.  
 
The District hopes to put on the management training modules ( 21  -26)  required for such roles as 
ADC, GSL, Commissioner etc., if you need to complete these or are interested in updating your training 
please contact me and we will arrange suitable dates and venues. 
 
Martin Williams 

       

      NEW DISTRICT LOGOS 
 
      The logos are one for each of the  

Youth sections, 
. 
One for the Active Support who 
help and support them and the 
District. 
 
There is one for the district team. 
 
Oakleaf also has a new heading 
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AYLBURTON AND LYDNEY – SCOUT VISIT SOMME 2016 
 
Scout families from 1st Aylburton and Lydney Scouts met at Taurus Crafts on 28 Jul for a 6.30am 
departure.  Two cars loaded with camping gear, scouts and adults left to beat the rush hour and we 
arrived at Dover with plenty of time to wait before boarding our ferry. A smooth, uneventful sea crossing 
followed by an hour or so drive saw us arrive at our campsite on the Somme in late afternoon. We 
pitched camp, explored the site, a modest affair with adequate facilities including House Martens nesting 
in the men's bathroom. 
 
Heavy overnight showers met us with a grey morning on Friday. We drove 100 or so miles south to Euro 
Disney, arriving in sunshine. Various areas of the Disneyland Park were explored accompanied by mixes 

of sun, cloud and moderate drizzle for much of 
the morning. Roller coasters seemed popular 
with occasional disappointment from shorter 
scouts who weren’t tall enough.  We were photo 
bombed at one point by the Mad Hatter (doing a 
scout salute. It turns out that quite a few of the 
Disney helpers are scouts in various countries).  
Various attractions, the evening parade, a final 
couple of rides, pizza, then more rides before 
leaving Disney and driving back to the campsite, 
arriving just before 23:00, weary but satisfied. 
 

It was a very slow start on Saturday, no-one was up before 8am on a dry, bright day, despite the dawn 
chorus of wood pigeons, cockerel and occasional peacock. 
We made our way to Albert, the local town, to find a cafe for breakfast croissants and coffee or 
chocolate. Refreshed, we made our way to the Musee Somme set in tunnels beneath the town, starting 
under the local church. A short film, in English, explained the various Somme memorials and explained 
some of the facts and figures. 
 
After lunch we visited various cemeteries and memorials. The Canadian memorial and trenches set the 
scene, then the Ulster Tower with poppies growing in the surrounding fields. A UK cemetery with 
gravestones, the Lochnager crater, then a German cemetery with crosses (including the former resting 
place of the Red Baron). We returned to the campsite with a much deeper appreciation of what the 
Somme had entailed.  
 
On Sunday morning, with best uniform we set off for Thiepval memorial.  Arriving early for the British 
Legion service, we explored the names of the Gloucestershire regiment to spot those from the parishes 

of Aylburton and Lydney.  We were invited to 
stand in the monument during the service and 
we placed crosses for each of the fallen of our 
parish.  The small crowd of spectators 
complimented the scouts on their appearance, it 
was great to meet a family from Chepstow and 
the butcher from Littledean among their 
number. The sky was foreboding with low 
rumbles of thunder so we hurried to the 
campsite, arriving just as the heavens opened. 
 
The afternoon was very mixed with hot sun and 

intermittent cloudbursts until, eventually it dried up and the baking heat demanded water activities. A tarp 
wetted with shower gel and fairy liquid served as a makeshift slip'n'slide which kept the scouts and adults 
amused. 
A quick dinner and packing all but essentials meant an early night, for an equally early departure shortly 
after 8.  Quickly through Calais, without event, got us to the ferry and back to Lydney for 16:00. 
The Somme is easily achieved in a long weekend, and recommended to get a true sense of the 
magnitude of the conflict and the sheer numbers of casualties.  Many thanks to Nick Miller for the idea 
and the organisation. 
 
Mark Westwood 



CUBS DISTRICT QUIZ  
 

Will take place on Sunday 27th November 2pm till 4:30pm at Beaver Lodge. Teams of up to four Cubs 

and as many teams as you like, please let Alan know if your entering a team. 

There is a trophy for the winners and they will qualify for the County Quiz.   

 

Alan Griffiths email:  a.griffiths8@btinternet.com 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE ADC ACTIVITIES 
 
Hello. I would like to introduce myself and my role to you all. Many leaders already know me but for 
those of you who don't, my name is Carol Rushton and as well as taking on the role of ADC Activities , I 
am also GSL and Cub Scout leader at 1st Clearwell & Sling Group.  
 
As ADC my role will be to support leaders in the district with running activities for our young people. If 
you would like to run an activity and are not sure what regulations there are regarding it or what 
paperwork needs to be done, please feel free to ask me, I may not always know the answer but I can 
find out? I will also be co-ordinating adventurous activity permit holders in the district so if you hold a 
valid permit for any adventurous activity and you would like share this with others in the district please let 
me know. In conjunction with this if you would like to undertake training in any of the more adventurous 
activities with a view to obtaining a permit to instruct, let me know and I will try to arrange for you to do 
so. 
 
If you want to run a residential experience but don't have a Nights Away Permit, please don't let this stop 
you, I can put you in touch with someone to be your permit holder.  
You can contact me at carolrushton1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Carol Rushton 
ADC Activities 

 
EXPLORER SCOUTS 
  
There are changes taking place within Explorers at the moment. 
 
To create more individuality both units are looking at changing their names to a common theme, and 
looking at each unit having their own necker colour. The outcome from this will be used for any new 
Explorer units opening within the District.  
 
Until then the 2 current Explorer Scout units in the Forest of Dean District, will remain being known as 
Freeminers South Will be now known as Freeminer Explorer Scout Unit 
Freeminers North will for now remain as Freeminers North 
Recently GSL’s will have received an email notifying them that the South Unit has had to implement a 
waiting list as the unit is virtually full, the South unit has only 2 leaders & to be able to expand any further 
it will require more leaders. 
 
So what about my Scouts? 
If they wish to go to the South unit (meeting at Coalway on Tuesdays) you need to add them on to the 
waiting list by emailing the unit at freemineresu@gmail.com  
Or 
If you live in the North & wish them to join the North unit (meeting at Aston Ingham on Fridays) then 
please contact Andy Heaysman direct at ai_explorers@rocketmail.com   
 
No one wants Young people to miss out on Explorer Scouting, the South Unit has grown 300% in a year 
& is very successful & both units offer an exciting programme. The long term plan is to open 2 new units. 
 
Help is required recruiting new leaders for the South unit, so if you know of anyone who might be 
interested please let us know at freemineresu@gmail.com or contact me direct at 01594 516923. 
 
Russell Cook 
DESC 
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YOUNG LEADERS' MISSIONS – 2016 
 
The Young Leaders' Scheme is an ongoing programme of training for young people from 14 to 18 years 
old to work effectively with younger scouts. 
Young Leader Training Modules are run by the YL Unit, this is complemented by four Young Leaders’ 
Missions that are completed when Young Leaders help in their sections. 
The Missions need a little bit of support from the Section Leaders to allow Young leaders to put the 
learning from the training modules into practice. 
These missions are: 

Mission 1 – Run a minimum of 3 different types of game: either indoor, outdoor or as part of a 
camp; typically done aged 14-15. 
Mission 2 – Plan and run an activity that is not a game, as part of either the section programme 
or a camp; typically done aged 15-16. 
Mission 3 – Take the section’s programme ideas to a programme planning meeting; typically 
done aged 16-17. 
Mission 4 – Take responsibility for organising and running part of the section programme; 
typically done aged 17-18 

How can you help as a Section Leader? 
Each Section Leader should help their Young Leaders to be part of the section leadership team and give 
them real responsibility as their experience grows. 
To help them complete their missions, a Young Leader needs help from Section Leaders, and other 
adults in the leadership team, in various ways: 

• Involvement in planning the section programme during the year (please invite them to your 
planning meetings); 

• Opportunity to input their own ideas (don’t forget to ask YLs for ideas or feedback, they might not 
be used to working with adults and speaking up); 

• Support in delivering the games and activities that they have to plan and run (they will probably 
forget things, you might prompt them) 

• Increasing responsibility, as they gain experience (look for opportunities to develop them); 
• Encouragement after setbacks and positive feedback after success. 

Please ask if you have any questions about the Young Leader scheme and if you have any DofE helpers 
who need an authorised signature for helping with a section. 
 
Mark Westwood 
Explorer Scout Leader (Young Leaders) 
 

THE YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAMME FOR 2016 IS: 

Young Leaders Programme 

2016 Modules or Theme Venue 

Nov 20th  C (That's the way to do it!) & G/J (Programme 
plans/Awards & badges) 

Mitcheldean 

Dec dtbc Seasonal “Getting to Know You”?  

2017   

Jan 22nd  A (Safeguarding & Intro to Young Leaders Scheme and 
Prepare for Take Off!) 

Garden Room, Dean Field Studies 
Centre 

Feb 19th  H (Programme Plus) & E (Games) Mitcheldean 

Mar 19th  Mission Clinic / Unit Forum  Mitcheldean 

Apr 2nd 
(New) 

A (Safeguarding & Intro to Young Leaders Scheme and 
Prepare for Take Off!) 

Garden Room, Dean Field Studies 
Centre 

Apr (tbc) K (Emergency Aid) Garden Room, Dean Field Studies 
Centre 

Sep 17th  A (Safeguarding & Intro to Young Leaders Scheme and 
Prepare for Take Off!) 

Garden Room, Dean Field Studies 
Centre  (tbc) 

Sep dtbc Backwoods Challenge tbc 



Oct 15th  D (Understanding Behaviour) & F (Making Scouting 
Accessible) 

tbc 

Oct 
21/22 

JOTI/JOTA Severnbanks County Primary 
School 

Nov 19th  B (Taking the Lead) & I (What Did They Say?)    Mitcheldean 

 

Young Leaders meet from September to April (but not Dec)  

Usually on 3rd Sunday of each Month (but beware some changes, e.g. avoid Easter, 4th Friday in Jan, etc) 

Mandatory Module A is in Jan, Apr, Sept for: 

 all YLs,  

 anyone doing DofE with a section,  

 any 14-18yo children helping with a section  

 

For updates see   www.facebook.com/groups/ForestYL/ 

Mark Westwood, Explorer Scout Leader (Young Leaders)     mrt.westwood@gmail.com 
 
 
CUBS 100 BIRTHDAY 16th DECEMBER 
 
We would like to hear from anyone who has been a cub at any time over the last 100 years with their 
memories and pictures if they have any. 
 
Thanks 
Carol Aston 
 
 

JOTI-JOTA 2016 
 
Over the weekend of 14-16 October we embarked on Jamboree on the Internet/Air for our 4th year in the 
District.  30 Scouts camped overnight on the Friday night before a full day on Saturday and Sunday 
morning with Scouts undertaking various activity badge work, either Electronics, Chef or 
Global/International.  Cubs completed their Science activity badge and, this year, Beavers were able to 
join in too, doing their International activity badge.   
 
In among the activity badges was an opportunity to contact scouts around the world in heavily 
moderated chat rooms.  Everyone had a go and, over the course of the weekend, we managed to 
contact 42 different countries (Aruba, Australia, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Philippines, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Trinidad And Tobago, Turkey, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela and Zimbabwe). Everyone also had 
an opportunity to communicate by radio, thanks to licensed radio operators who help us every year.    
 
If you’ve not taken part in JOTI-JOTA then come along, even adults get a buzz from chatting online with 
scouts abroad. Where else are you going to chat to an 8 year old living in the shadow of Mount Etna as it 
erupts?  
 
Give it a go next year. Put the date in your diaries 20-22 Oct 17. 
 
Many thanks to all the leaders who stayed and made the weekend work, thanks to the assistants, 
parents and helpers who gave up a half day or more to chaperone Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.  If you 
fancy helping next year, please let me know. 
 
Mark Westwood 

 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/ForestYL/


2ND MITCHELDEAN CUBS AUTUMN CAMP IN PORT EYNON 
 
It has been a busy year for 2nd Mitcheldean Cubs: On a dark night in February we enjoyed the medieval 
delights of St Briavels Castle. In May and June we were blessed with wonderful sunshine (with a couple 
of downpours) at Biblins and then the Pwyll Du outdoor pursuits centre in the Brecon Beacons for two 
nights. This autumn we all headed off to Port Eynon for two nights to stay in the old Life Boat Station 
which is now a YHA. 
 

A long journey (thanks go to Dene Magna School for lending us the 
mini-bus) was rewarded with a cone of chips and then off to sleep. Well 
perhaps not sleep straight away, as we know, Cubs will do anything to 
avoid sleep!  
After an early rise and a hearty breakfast, we were off to Oxwich Beach 

for a day of seafaring adventure. First up was coast steering. We race off in RIB’s at 25 knots across 
Oxwich bay, leapt in to the sea, swam ashore and scrambled up the cliffs. Then back in with each jump 
getting bigger and bigger. Even the leaders and parent helpers were up for the challenge. And what a 
challenge it was, but every Cub was smiling on the way back to a barbeque on the beach. 
 
The afternoon was spent paddle boarding, sea kayaking and 
then some serious beach combing (mainly huge crabs (10p 
size!) and fire wood). The day was topped off with a fire on the 
beach and kite making ready for a morning on Rhossili beach 
the next day. There was complete silence at 10pm. 
We awoke to an amazing view and another hearty breakfast. 
The Cubs beach combed while the leaders cleaned and made 
lunch. All crabs were returned to the sea and we said good bye 
to Port Eynon. 
 
Over at Rhossili, Katherine the National Trust Ranger was 
waiting to give us a tour and delve in to the history of the bay 
and Worms Head. Then down to the beach to fly our kites.  
 

 

 
A wonderful nights away, some 
amazing and challenging 
experiences and lot of fond 
memories, where are we going to 
go next? 

 
 
 



May Hill Huntley Scout Group is in the running for an Aviva Community Fund award of up to £25000.  
This money will enable us to start work on phase 2 of our headquarters renovation, which will include 
new kitchen, toilets & stores.  Phase 1, which was a new entrance (with disabled access) and fire exit, 
has already been built. 
 
Please can you go to https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/16-1133 and vote for us?  
Each registered email can vote up to 10 times.  Voting is open from 21st October to 24th November 
2016.  The projects with the most votes at the end of this period will go through to the judging process, 
and awards will be made after this. 
 
Anyone who has been to our HQ in Huntley will be aware that we are in need of a little bit of TLC (or a 
big hammer), so any help that we can get from this will be a massive boost. 
 
Please also spread the work amongst your friends and family to get them to vote too :) 
 
Thanks 
 
Damian Foster 
ACSL May Hill Huntley Scout Group 
District Scout Network Commissioner 

COUNTY TRAINING DIARIES 
 
The latest list of County Training Courses is attached. 
 

OAKLEAF DISTRIBUTION 
 
It is important that those organising events or articles supply the information by the deadline date, the 
last date for information will be the 22nd of each month and Oakleaf will be sent out within the following 
7 days.  
PLEASE NOTE THE ONLY ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATIONS IS: brian.wingfield@btinternet.com 
 
Oakleaf Editor: 
Brian Wingfield, 10 Hampshire Gardens, Coleford, Glos, GL16 8HU 
E-mail: brian.wingfield@btinternet.com   
 

Deadline for next edition is: 22nd November 
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